
BOROUGH OF HATORO 

COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28th, 2013 

 
PRESENT  
 

President Zygmont, Councilpersons Fleming, Harbaugh, Sheedy & Rich; Mayor Hawkes, Borough Manager Zollers, 

Assistant Borough Secretary Hegele, Chief Gardner, Fire Marshal Reading, Solicitor Pionzio, Engineer Dougherty 

& Treasurer Kalnajs. 

 

ABSENT 

 

Councilmen Tompkins and Hegele were both absent this evening. 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

President Zygmont called to order the October 28
th

, 2013 Council Meeting of Borough Council to order at 7:00 PM. 

 

INVOCATION – Mayor Hawkes asked for a moment of silence this evening for the teachers who were recently 

killed by students. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Gardner. 

 

President Zygmont announced that the staff is taping this meeting.  He stated that there are two opportunities on the 

agenda for the public to address Council.  The first privilege of the floor is for voting agenda items only. 

 

President Zygmont announced there were two changes to the agenda and the order of the meeting would be changed 

this evening. 

 

GREATER HATBORO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE REQUEST TO INSTALL NEW HAT LIGHTS ON 

YORK ROAD:  President Zygmont stated that Mr. Curt DiFurio and Mrs. Ruth Pickering were in attendance from 

the Hatboro Chamber of Commerce to answer questions about the proposal to install new lights on York Road.  

President Zygmont stated that at the last meeting this was discussed but at the time there was not a representative of 

the Chamber in attendance.   

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

 

Ron Battis, 320 W. Moreland Avenue asked if the snowplows would be able to pass under the new lights.  Manager 

Zollers stated would be on the poles where the Main Street Banners were previously.  President Zygmont stated they 

would be high enough.  Manager Zollers stated they would have to be installed per Penndot regulations. 

 

Carol Inman, Williams Lane, stated she has talked to the business owners on Main Street and some are not aware of 

this.  She asked where one could comment on this. Mr. DiFurio stated he is a Board member of the Chamber and the 

Chamber meetings are open to the public.  Ms. Inman asked if the residents were invited and how did they get the 

word out.  She stated there was no discussion allowed at the committee meeting when this was first permitted. She 

stated the business owners she has talked to about this have concerns, there is not enough time to make a decision, 

the new hats will obstruct store signs, they will change the character of Main Street and there needs to be more 

public discussion. 

 

Toni Kistner, Lamplight Lane asked to see a picture of the lights.  Manager Zollers distributed copies of the proposal 

to all in the audience. 

 

Ed Henry, Bonair Avenue asked if they were directional signs.  President Zygmont stated they are just decorative, a 

hat with lights, and they are to replace Main Street banners. 

 

Councilman Harbaugh stated they are similar to lights seen downtown, he stated on Broad Street near the Avenue of 

the Arts, there are “A” signs that are lit at night.  Curt DiFurio stated yes they are similar with the white lights. 

 



Ms. Inman tried to tell the audience that the lights downtown do not light up and that Hatboro is a small town not a 

major metropolitan city.  She again stated there was not sufficient time, again told Council the same thing and she 

wants further discussion. 

 

Councilwoman Fleming asked if there was any recourse if the lights were hung and there was a problem, could they 

be removed.  Mr. DiFurio stated he was not sure. 

 

Lee Phillips, Wood Street, stated she has no objection to this she just wanted to make sure they are strong and can 

withstand wind.  She stated it is a great idea, she likes the kisses lights in Hershey, and it gives the town its own 

identity. 

 

GARDENERS OF CROOKED BILLET PRESENTATION:  Lori Panzalone, President Gardeners of Crooked 

Billet was in attendance to ask permission from Borough Council to dedicate a portion of Eaton Park as a Wildlife 

Habitat.  She stated her group has met with staff for a cooperative project between the Borough and Gardeners to 

dedicate an area in the rear of the park for migrating birds and protected habitats.  She is asking for Council to 

approve the installation of a fence and sign, the Gardeners would pay for the sign.  President Zygmont stated this 

item would be on the November meeting agenda for approval. 

 

MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Hawkes stated he issued a proclamation earlier in the month recognizing National 

Teen Driver Safety Week.  He stated copies of the proclamation were available in the back of the meeting room. 

 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT – President Zygmont stated the Borough was recently notified that the RCAP project 

submitted for the Facilities Upgrade has clear the first hurdle with a preliminary approval.  He stated this is a very 

lengthy process but the Borough has the support of the Governor and the State House.  He stated the project was 

submitted for 3 million with the Borough responsible for half. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Kalnajs presented the Treasurer’s report for the month of September 2013.  

He noted a balance of $3,546,166.25.  Interest earned for the month totaled $302.27 on all accounts. 

 

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Solicitor Pionzio stated she had no report this evening. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT – Borough Engineer Dougherty stated he had no report this evening. 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT – Manager Zollers stated the 2013 Road Paving would start tomorrow, streets included 

are James, E. Montgomery, Bonair and small portion of S. Penn Street. Manager Zollers reported the Borough’s new 

recycling truck arrives tomorrow at 10:30 AM.  It should be on the road in a few weeks.  Council was invited to 

come for the delivery.     

 

DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS’ REPORT 

 

CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT – Chief Gardner stated recently members of Public Safety met with Penndot to 

discuss the S. York Road curve, he stated Penndot is going to be doing some additional skid testing and he would 

report back when he has more information.   

 

Chief Gardner thanked everyone for their help this past weekend at the Skeleton Skurry, he thanked the residents, 

staff and fire police. 

 

Chief Gardner stated November marks the annual holiday parade, he stated he would be meeting with the parade 

committee in the coming days. 

 

TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Tax Collection Report was submitted to Council 

in advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available.   

 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Public Works Report was submitted to Council in 

advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in table.  Manager Zollers 

stated he had nothing further to report. 

 

FIRE MARSHAL REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Fire Marshal Report was submitted to Council in 

advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in table. 

 

President Zygmont announced that Council was in receipt of a letter from the Visiting Nurses request for funding. 



 

VOTING ITEMS 

 

Acknowledgement of Reports – Councilman Harbaugh motioned to acknowledge the receipt of the reports for the 

month of October 2013, motion seconded by Councilwoman Fleming, all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Approval of Warrant List, Payment of Bills, Manual Checks and Transfers – Councilman Rich motioned to 

approve the warrant list, payment of bills, manual checks and transfers for the month of October 2013, motion 

seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

September 23
rd

, 2013 Council Meeting  - Councilman Harbaugh motioned to approve the September 23rd, 2013 

Council Meeting minutes, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

October 14
th

, 2013 Committee Meeting – Councilman Rich motioned to approve the October 14
th

, 2013 

Committee Meeting minutes, motion seconded Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Caddick Construction – Use of Pool Parking Lot for Storage – Councilman Rich motioned to approve the use of 

the pool parking lot by Caddick Construction for West Moreland Avenue Aqua Water Main Replacement Project, 

motion seconded by Councilman Harbaugh, all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Hatboro Chamber of Commerce – York Road Decorative Lighting – Councilman Rich motioned to approve the 

request from the Hatboro Chamber of Commerce to install decorative lighting along York Road, motion seconded 

by Councilman Sheedy, with Councilman Harbaugh abstaining, all ayes.  Motion carried 4-0. 

 

Councilman Harbaugh announced he was abstaining, as he is a Board member of the Chamber, although he does not 

feel there is a conflict, it is done for the betterment of the town.  Councilwoman Fleming asked if that was 

necessary.   

 

Resolution #2013-18 Station Park, 330 S. Warminster Road Stormwater Improvements Resolution – 

Councilman Harbaugh motioned to approve Resolution #2013-18, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all 

ayes.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

2013 Borough Inter Account Transfers – Councilman Rich motioned to approve $175,000 transfer from the 

General Fund to the Capital Improvement Fund as per the audit, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Bank Street Project – Reimbursement Request Borough Authority – Councilman Rich motioned to approve 

sending a Bank Street Reimbursement request to the Borough Authority for un-reimbursed costs of construction on 

Bank Street and the Wachovia Lot in the amount of $231,641.09, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  

Motion carried 5-0.  

 

350 North York Road – Wynfair Apartments – Escrow Release – Councilman Harbaugh motioned to approve 

the final escrow release in the amount of $28,694.80, motion seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion 

carried 5-0. 

 

SPECIAL UPDATES 

 

Council members did not have any special updates for this evening. 

 

OLD BUSINESS – There was no old business to come before Council this evening. 

 

NEW BUSINESS – There was no new business to come before Council this evening. 

 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR  
 

Ms. Inman, Williams Lane asked for an update on the website.  Assistant Borough Secretary Hegele stated that 

recently a resident bought some issues to the attention of Borough Council, she stated she has made some changes to 

the Planning Commission and Zoning Hearing Board meeting agendas and also had the website provider make 

corrections to the Code of Ordinance Page.  Assistant Secretary Hegele stated the other requests to put plans on the 

website would require an action of Borough Council.   Solicitor Pionzio stated she represents other municipalities 

and they post agendas, minutes and other miscellaneous items on their websites.  She does not recommend the 



Borough post plans and submissions on the website for a number of reasons, too much involved, liability and copy 

right issues, security and safety issues, too many man hours and plans are changed frequently meaning time 

consuming updates to keep things up to date.  She stated that plans are always available in Borough Hall and the 

public may look at them anytime during business hours. 

 

President Zygmont stated the Borough every month makes announcements and gives advance warning when the 

Borough is aware of something that involves the residents.  

 

Ms Inman asked where the by-laws and charter were on line.  She asked where on line it is posted that at Committee 

meetings there is no time for public comment.  Solicitor Pionzio continued to try and address Ms. Inman’s concerns 

over speaking at a meeting, stating that Council needs to control public input, there is no specific rule, it is a 

procedure that is announced before meetings where there is a lot of people in attendance or where an item on the 

agenda may warrant a lot of public comment.  She stated the time limit is enforced in order to give everyone the 

opportunity to speak.  She stated the Borough can enact rules if they want but as long as there is consistency it really 

is not necessary.   Ms. Inman thinks 3 is not enough, she wants 5 and she wants an exception to 5 if needed.  

Solicitor Pionzio suggested Ms. Inman email Council if she has a lot to say.   

 

Ms. Inman then stated she has a grave concern over the unseeming conflict of interest between Mr. Hegele 

supervising Mrs. Hegele with regard to the website.  She is concerned over this, and she stated this several times 

during the meeting.  Solicitor Pionzio stated that Assistant Secretary Hegele works for the Borough not Mr. Hegele.  

Ms. Inman then made the comment that Councilman Hegele voted for her raise, she was told that was not the case 

and she continued, until President Zygmont stopped Ms. Inman reminding her that personnel issues are not to be 

discussed in a public meeting.  

 

Ms. Inman then told the Borough the sign out front of Borough Hall had the work url address, it listed 

hatborogov.com. 

 

President Zygmont stated Ms. Inman had well over 15 minutes; she could put her concerns in writing to the Borough 

Manager.  Manager Zollers stated he would contact her and go from there.   

 

Mrs. Phillips, Wood Street asked who Ms. Inman was, who she represents, why she does this at a meeting and why 

is she so confusing.  She believes she belongs to some group.   

 

Mrs. Barr, 206 Wood Street, stated that trees block the deadend sign on her street.  Manager Zollers stated he would 

look at tomorrow.   

 

Natalie Forbes, 32 Horsham Road asked about progress with the clock.  Manager Zollers stated there is a meeting 

tomorrow night; he stated fundraising is being done to raise the grant match of  $25,000 needed.  He stated the 

Borough still does not have the executed grant agreement yet from the State so they cannot start, his best estimate 

would be spring as it is too cold now to work. 

 

Mike Gorn, James Road asked what the $3 million dollar project was.  President Zygmont stated this was a figure 

given from the Architect for the overall facilities upgrade.  He stated the Borough submitted a letter asking to be 

considered in legislation to receive funding. 

 

Tina Kemble, 6 Belmar Road stated she was in attendance to discuss an issue with a neighbor’s hedge, at 

York/James Road.  She stated that if the neighbor had a fence they would have to adhere to certain heights/rules but 

because it is a hedge it is ok.  Manager Zollers stated staff has looked extensively at this complaint.  The police 

department, codes office and borough engineer have all looked at this to try and rectify the neighbors concerns.  The 

Borough cannot locate any law that would allow the Borough to mandate the resident to remove the hedge.  Ms. 

Kemble asked if the current ordinances could be changed to remove the hedge.  Solicitor Pionzio stated yes they 

could be changed but it would not affect this issue, as the homeowner would be grand fathered.  Chief Gardner 

stated he would be willing to talk to the property owner and see if he would consider lowering the hedge.  He stated 

he would report back to Borough Council and Ms. Kemble the results of his efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tracey Thatchford, 3 Drummers Way asked if there were any updates on the Woodwinds buy-out.  Manager Zollers 

stated no, still working on duplication of benefits paperwork with homeowners.  Ms. Thatchford asked if there were 

changes to the Holiday Parade route this year.  Chief Gardner stated no same as last year.  When he knows more on 

staging he will notify Council. 

 

Bruce Hart, 175 Earl Lane asked about the dumping of fill dirt at 400 N. York Road.  President Zygmont stated the 

Borough would look into this to see what they are doing.   Manager Zollers stated they have a demo permit and have 

an approved land development plan.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The October 28
th

, 2013 meeting of Borough Council was adjourned at 8:02 P.M. 

 

    

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

       Alfred “Fred” Zollers 

       Borough Secretary 

 

 

 

 

Transcribed by Assistant Borough Secretary Diane Hegele 

 

 


