
BOROUGH OF HATBORO 
COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 23rd, 2016 
 

AMENDED 
 

PRESENT 

President Tompkins, Vice President Rich, Councilpersons Forgeng, Harbaugh, Hegele & Palmer, Mayor 
Hawkes; Borough Manager Zollers, Assistant Secretary Hegele, Chief Gardner, Fire Marshal Myers, Solicitor 
Ianozzi, Engineer Dougherty & Treasurer Kalnajs. 

ABSENT 

Councilman Zygmont was absent. 

CALL TO ORDER 

President Tompkins called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

INVOCATION – Councilman Forgeng gave the invocation for the meeting. 

 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Gardner. 

MEETING NOTES – President Tompkins announced that the first privilege of the floor is for voting agenda 
items only.   

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR – Ami Kirn, Broad Street stated she was in attendance regarding the YMCA use 
of the pool, she stated the YMCA uses the Borough Pool and in lieu of payment allows our members to the use 
the Y indoor pool and not the entire pool.  Manager Zollers stated they do only when available.  He stated also 
they use our swim team equipment and he believes they should pay the Borough something as they do take 
advantage of our equipment.   Manager Zollers stated years ago they donated some stuff to the Borough when 
they closed their outdoor pool but that has been several years ago, they should pay to use our pool, out staff and 
the Hatboro storm equipment.  Mr. Battis, W. Moreland Avenue stated he wants to see the Y pay for our 
lifeguards.  Gary, Woodward Drive, Huntingdon Valley stated at times the Y only provides 2 lanes for 
swimming in their indoor pool when the Borough pool is closed. 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING CHANGE 402/412 SOUTH YORK ROAD 

Solicitor Ianozzi opened the public hearing on the application to change the zoning at 402/412 South York 
Road.  Solicitor Ianozzi entered the exhibits into the record, they were as follows:  Newspaper Advertisement, 
Proof of Publication, Law Library letter, 3 ordinances to be considered and the 3 corresponding legal notices for 
each ordinance.  Mr. Jonas, attorney for the applicant stated he has a Declaration of Covenants that he would 
like to add and for the record he read and reviewed this document.  He stated the owner of the property is 
putting the covenants on the property that will run with the land.   

Solicitor Ianozzi outlined the procedure for the hearing. 

Mr. Jonas reviewed with Council the history of these properties, he stated in 2005 a variance was obtained 
from the Borough Zoning Hearing Board that noted the property owner showed sufficient hardship that the 
property could not be used as residential and therefore they granted a variance for retail use.  He stated the 
Montgomery County Planning Commission reviewed the submission and recommended and supported the 
map change.  He stated the Borough Comprehensive Plan recommends office or institutional use, that the 
property is not suitable for residential use.  Mr. Jonas stated the current R-4 zoning allows uses far less 



palatable with no height restriction, allows for mid-rise elderly housing, and could have 50 units with a height 
of 65 feet.  He feels this change is appropriate planning for this corner.  Mr. Jonas asked the architect Peter 
Stampfl gave a brief power point presentation that showed what the property would look like developed.  Mr. 
Jonas reviewed some added details as a result of Planning Commission comments, some changes to the roof line 
and pitching to keep more consistent with Borough Hall.  They showed in their presentation the size and scale 
of building to be sure they were not overtaking Borough Hall or the Old Mill.  Mr. Jonas stated the signage was 
changed to be consistent with signs used around the Borough. 

Mr. Jonas stated the covenants would be recorded with the property, this would give the Borough and the 
resident’s protection from any other future use at this property.  Mr Jonas explained why he and his client 
proceeded the way they did, they felt the rezoning of this particular property was more a legislative change, it 
was more long range and a visionary view, it was more logical and sound approach to change the use rather 
than go to the zoning hearing board.  He stated variances does not have the same protections, the Borough 
could lose control of what happens to the property.  Again he felt the planning approach was to do the change 
in this manner.  He asked Council to consider that rezoning with the declaration of covenants that would run 
with the land and that the plan presented would confirm to all the housekeeping issues that would come up 
during the next step, the land development process.   

Councilman Harbaugh stated he was concerned about the height, he stated in picture #1 the height seemed 
much higher, he asked for the difference between the main entrance and the south entrance. Mr. Jonas 
responded there is a 4 ft. difference. 

President Tompkins asked about the size of the monument sign, would it fit in what allowed.  Mr. Stampfl 
stated it is the maximum allowed.  Solicitor Ianozzi confirmed that. 

Councilman Hegele asked what else would be permitted there as currently zoned.  Mr. Jonas stated anything 
R-1, R-2 & R-3 is permitted, garden style apartments, housing for the elderly and some other uses are allowed 
by special exception.  

Vice President Rich asked about the hours for the Rite Aid.  Mr. Jonas stated not 24 hours.  Mr Richard 
Bradley, Rite Aid Representative responded probably Monday through Saturday from 8:00 AM to 10:00 PM 
and a few hours less on Sunday.   

Councilman Hegele asked if that was guaranteed.  Mr. Bradley stated only way it would change if there was a 
demand from the public.  He stated they could not predict that.  Councilman Hegele also asked if a traffic study 
would be done.  Solicitor Ianozzi stated that would be done during land development. 

Councilman Palmer stated parking is a premium in Hatboro, parking could be an issue with this lot.  Would 
Rite Aid monitor this?  Councilman Hegele stated people may park there to go to the Old Mill or the Carnival.  
Mr. Bradley stated they do, he stated in Royersford they let them use the parking lot for their carnival.  He 
stated they like to work with the community for their events.  He did state there would be no overnight 
parking permitted. 

Councilman Forgeng questioned the house next door and the impact due to more development in the area.  He 
said they are changing the look of Horsham Road.  Solicitor Ianozzi stated the same process would have to be 
followed as Rite Aid if someone else wanted to change.  Mr. Jonas stated before it was Wawa, but there was so 
much resident opposition Wawa withdrew.   

Bill Hartigan, 26 S. Linden Avenue stated he is concerned about flooding, Rite Aid is adding a large amount of 
impervious surface.  He would like to know if stormwater management controlled.  Solicitor Ianozzi stated this 
will all be discussed at the Land Development process, the applicant would need to comply and the public will 
be able to comment also during this process. 



Michael Woerger, 28 S. Linden Avenue stated that half the Planning Commission was opposed to change in 
that area, this project will change the way Hatboro looks for the future. 

David Head, 225 Horsham Road stated he has traffic concerns, left turns could be a problem.  Solicitor Ianozzi 
stated traffic is a Land Development issue, the Borough engineer will review safe access to the site. He 
recommended Mr. Head come to the meetings to address this.  He stated these types of concerns could be 
factored into plan approval during Land Development.  

Mr. Battis, W. Moreland Avenue stated for the record the Planning Commission voted against this change of 
zoning for these parcels. 

As there was no more comment or questions from Council or the public Solicitor Ianozzi closed the hearing.  
He stated the matter would be voted on by Council later this meeting.  President Tompkins resumed the 
Council meeting. 

MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Hawkes stated he recently participated in the Montgomery County Senior 
Games, along with Councilman Palmer and residents Mae Steere and Mike Sherman.  Combined they won 4 
gold, 6 silver and 6 bronze medals.   

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - President Tompkins stated he had no report this month. 

TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Kalnajs gave the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April 2016.  He 
noted a balance of $4,518,415.06 Interest earned for the month totaled $551.43 on all accounts.   

SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Solicitor Ianozzi stated he had no report this month. 

ENGINEER’S REPORT – Engineer Dougherty stated he had no report this month. 

MANAGER’S REPORT – Manager Zollers reported the micro sealing will begin on Horsham Road and 
Windover Road, he is hoping to have a few more streets which would be dependent on cost.  He announced the 
pool opens on Saturday, however the slide will not, there were some issues found that will need to be fixed 
prior to being used, he hopes Foreman Sine and his crew will have the slide fixed and ready to go asap.  He 
thanked those who serve our country and wished everyone a safe and happy Memorial Day holiday. 

CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT – Chief Gardner announced that the Drug Take Back Program was a success, he 
stated 49 pounds of unused medication was turned in.  He stated the Police Department now has a permanent 
drop box on the second floor of Borough Hall so people can drop off anytime.  He announced the seat belt 
enforcement program is now in process, he reviewed with Council some stats from recent enforcement done by 
his officers as part of this program.  He stated there are currently two bills on radar that have been presented 
for a vote, HB71 and SB535.  He is urging everyone to call their legislator and get them to support these bills.  
Councilman Hegele stated he thought this was the first time ever radar has made it out of Committee, and 
asked everyone to please call.  Chief Gardner stated the Civil Service Commission met and approved 
participation in the August 13th test.  He stated the test would be advertised in July.  He reminded everyone 
that the fireworks at the carnival are Friday night at 9:30 PM precisely.  He stated notices about parking have 
been sent out and the event is advertised on website, community channel and facebook.   He announced the 
County has started a public safety campaign asking everyone to call 911, he stated that the seven digit phone 
number is answered in Hatboro 7 days a week, 24 hours a day by staff but it is for business only.  He stated the 
County will be set up at the carnival passing out information and that Assistant Secretary Hegele has staff 
working on putting information on the tv, web and facebook.  Manager Zollers stated the Fire Company got a 
call at the Fire House the other night from a resident who smelled gas in their house.  He stated the only reason 
the phone was answered was because volunteers were there for drill night, he stated it was a good thing they 
answered because the gas leak was serious, explosive in nature.  He reminded everyone please do not call the 
Fire House use 911.   



TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT – The Tax Collection Report was submitted to Council is advance of 
tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available. 

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – The Public Works Report was submitted to Council in advance of tonight’s 
meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in table.  Manager Zollers stated he had 
nothing further to report. 
 
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT – The Fire Marshal Report was submitted to Council in advance of tonight’s 
meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in table.   
 
VOTING ITEMS 

Acknowledgement of Reports – Councilman Forgeng motioned to acknowledge the receipt of the tax 
collections, public works, fire marshal, treasurer’s reports, and UMHJSA minutes, motion seconded by 
Councilman Harbaugh, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

Approval of Warrant List, Payment of Bills, Manual Checks and Transfers – Vice President Rich motioned 
to approve the warrant list, payment of bills, manual checks and transfers for the month of May 2016, motion 
seconded by Councilman Palmer all ayes. Motion carried 6-0. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

April 25th, 2016 Council Meeting Minutes & May 9th, 2016 Committee Meeting Minutes – Councilman 
Hegele motioned to approve the April 25th Council and May 9th Committee meeting minutes, motion seconded 
by Councilman Harbaugh all ayes. Motion carried 6-0. 

FIRE COMPANY EXPENDITURE LIST – Councilman Hegele motioned to approve the Enterprise Fire 
Company Expenditure List for April 2016 in the amount of $8,841.43, motion seconded by Councilman Palmer, 
all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

FIRE COMPANY CAPITAL EXPENDITURE LIST – Councilman Harbaugh motioned to approve the 
Enterprise Fire Company Capital Expenditure List for April 2016 in the amount of $18,500.00, motion seconded 
by Vice President Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

FACILITIES PROJECT FINANCING – Councilman Palmer motioned to authorize staff to apply for 
financing for the Facilities Project, motion seconded by Councilman Harbaugh, all ayes. Motion carried 6-0. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS 50th ANNIVERSARY RESOLUTION - Councilman Hegele 
motioned to approve Resolution #2016-15, motion seconded by Vice President Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried   
6-0. 

FACILITIES PROJECT BID AWARD – Councilman Palmer motioned to award the Police Facility 
Renovation Project to Baver Inc. as per bid received for $2,812,510, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all 
ayes. Motion carried 6-0.  

Vice President Rich motioned to award the Public Works Facility Renovation Project to Baver, Inc. as per bid 
received for $665,800, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0.   

YMCA POOL USE REQUEST – Vice President Rich motioned to approve request by YMCA to use pool for 
swim meets with the conditions that our members can use the YMCA indoor pool, equipment as per the 
Borough Manager is replaced and reimbursement for the use of our Lifeguards is paid by the YMCA, motion 
seconded by Councilman Forgeng, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 



ORDINANCE NO. 1032 – SALDO CHAPTER 22, SECTION 711, LIGHTING AMENDMENT – 
Councilman Harbaugh motioned to approve Ordinance No 1032, motion seconded by Vice President Rich, all 
ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

ORDINANCE NO. 1033 – ZONING ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – Vice President Rich motioned to 
approve Ordinance No. 1033, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes. Motion carried 6-0. 

ORDINANCE NO. 1034 – ZONING MAP AMENDMENT – REZONE PARCELS AT 402 & 412 SOUTH 
YORK ROAD – Vice President Rich motioned to approve Ordinance No, 1034, motion seconded by 
Councilman Harbaugh, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

PHILADELPHIA WAGE TAX RESOLUTION – Councilman Hegele motioned to approve Resolution #2016-
16, motion seconded by Councilman Forgeng, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

CDBG – MORELAND AVE UE PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL PAYMENT REQUEST #1 – Councilman Palmer 
motioned to approve payment request number 1 to Ettore Ventresca in the amount of $36,573.75, motion 
seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE – REQUEST TO INSTALL BANNERS – Councilman Hegele motioned to 
authorize Public Works to install banners on York Road for the Chamber of Commerce, motion seconded by 
Councilman Forgeng, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

MUNICIBID SALE – Councilman Harbaugh motioned to authorize the sale of the gym equipment and car 
sold on municibid.  Chief Gardner announced the equipment was sold for $635.00 to Union City.  Motion 
seconded by Councilman Palmer, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

EMPLOYEE RATIFICATION LIST –Councilman Palmer motioned to approve the employee ratification list 
for the month of May 2016, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

SPECIAL UPDATES – Members of Council wished everyone a safe a happy Memorial Day.  Councilman 
Harbaugh reminded everyone there would be a capital budget presentation at the June Committee meeting, 
which is June 6th.  President Tompkins stated the ZHB would be hearing the application of Green Drop, 555 N. 
York Road for a variance request on June 8th. 

OLD BUSINESS – There was no old business to come before Council. 

NEW BUSINESS – President Tompkins stated that staff has advised Council that two matters have come up 
that need action this evening,  

2016 MICRO SURFACING PROJECT – Manager Zollers stated the micro sealing contractor will be in 
Hatboro again, this matter has been discussed previously.  The contract is with the Consortium and as last year 
the Borough has piggybacked on this.  He stated the streets done last year held up well and he would like to do 
this again this year.  Councilman Palmer motioned to authorize streets to be sealed as per the Manager at a cost 
of at least $30,000 but not to exceed $60,000, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes.  Motion carried 
6-0. 

COPIER LEASE UPDATE – Manager Zollers stated the copier lease in Borough Hall is due to expire.  He 
along with Assistant Secretary Hegele have researched options and received quotes and the current vendor KDI 
is offering the best option.  He stated we would replacing our current copier with a color copier, upgraded 
machine with more functions including booklets which will save on some of the jobs we outsource for copying.  
He stated the other departments would also be able to use to save money.  He stated the lease would be for the 
same amount that we are currently paying.  He advised that the color copying would be set and controlled by 
himself and Assistant Secretary Hegele to ensure that feature was not abused.  Councilman Hegele motioned to 



authorize staff to sign lease agreement for new copier at Borough Hall, motion seconded by Councilman 
Harbaugh, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

President Tompkins stated since this matter was not on the Committee agenda earlier this month, he would 
open the floor for any comment.   

Mr. Rich Seeds, Horsham Road stated the level of Horsham Road is causing water run off onto his property.  
Manager Zollers stated he would stop by and look at his complaint and sounds like the issue may be corrected 
by some adjustments at his driveway.  Manager Zollers stated if there was anyone else on Horsham Road with 
similar concerns to please let him know.  

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR – Lee Phillips, Wood Street asked about the Sterling Act Resolution.  Solicitor 
Iannozzi stated the act allowed for Philadelphia and Pittsburgh to keep all the money collected for wage tax.  
Pittsburgh has a sunset provision that would not allow them to keep it all, Philadelphia did not.  He stated 
Hatboro has a train station and many residents commute to the City, if this was enacted some of that money 
would come back to the Borough.  He stated in West Norriton they are projecting $200,000 to come back to 
the municipality. 

 ADJOURNMENT 

The May 23rd, 2016 meeting of Borough Council was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alfred “Fred” Zollers 
Borough Secretary 
 
 

Transcribed by Assistant Borough Secretary Diane Hegele 

 

 

 


