BOROUGH OF HATORO

COMMITTEE MEETING

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3rd, 2012

PRESENT 

President Zygmont, Vice President LaSorsa, Councilpersons Tompkins, Fleming, Hegele, Sheedy & Rich; Mayor Hawkes, Acting Borough Manager/Superintendent of Public Works Zollers, Assistant Borough Secretary Hegele, Chief of Police Gardner, Code Official Fugate, Solicitor Pionzio, Borough Engineer Dougherty & Treasurer Kalnajs.

ABSENT

CALL TO ORDER 

President Zygmont called to order the December 3rd, 2012 Committee Meeting of Borough Council to order at 7:00 PM.

PUBLIC SAFETY 

FIRE COMPANY EXPENDITURE LIST – Councilman Hegele questioned the two payments for equipment.  There was no one in attendance from the Fire Company so Acting Borough Manager Zollers stated he believed that the payment was late so they had to pay an extra month.  He stated he would clarify this with the President of the Fire Company and report back to Council.  President Zygmont stated the fire company expenditure list would be moved to the voting portion of the meeting for approval.  

FINANCE

2013 PRELIMINARY BUDGET ADOPTION – Vice President LaSorsa stated Council would adopt the 2013 operating budget on December 17th, 2012.  He stated that there is an increase in Fire Protection and Debt Service and a decrease in General Fund but the mileage will be the same for 2013, this is a result of some net fund transfers.

2013 TAX RATE ORDINANCE – Vice President LaSorsa stated Council will be voting on this ordinance at the December 17th, 2012 meeting and he was happy to announce there was no tax increase for 2013.

2012/2013 CASH FLOW ANALYSIS – Vice President LaSorsa stated he has worked with staff on a cash flow analysis and it was determined that the Borough would not have to take a TAN (Tax Anticipation Note) this year as there is enough cash on hand to meet bills and payroll until 2013 tax money is collected. 

GRANTS AND FUNDING

DVIT RC GRANT EXPENDITURE – Councilperson Fleming stated that Acting Manager Zollers has provided her with information on shots for employees and also other items that she will be submitting for.  The information is due to DVIT on or before 

12-31-2012.

PUBLIC WORKS

SPECIAL RECYCLING COLLECTION DATE ANNOUNCEMENT – Councilman Rich stated that Public Works has requested permission for a special recycling collection date during the holidays.  Borough Council has authorized collection of recycling on Wednesday, December 26th, 2012 for the residents with Tuesday recycling collection only.  This information will be posted on website and community channel and Public Works will hand deliver a notice to all residents affected.

2012 ROAD PAVING PROGRAM – FINAL PAYMENT – BRAY BROTHERS – Councilman Rich stated Council was in receipt of a final invoice in the amount of $79,110.25 for the 2012 Road Paving Program.  This item will be moved to the December Council meeting agenda for approval.

FACILITIES & PARKS

CHANGE OF ELECTRIC PROVIDERS FOR BOROUGH PROPERTIES – Councilman Sheedy stated the Borough has received information from staff concerning savings if the Borough changes electric providers.  Acting Manager Zollers stated that the Borough could save considerably; he is estimating approximately $10,000 to $12,000 per year.  He stated Council needs to decide the length of the contract.  Councilman Tompkins asked the Solicitor if Council could lock into a term for a period that is longer than Council term.  Solicitor Pionzio stated she believes Council can do this but will check and get back to them.  This item will be moved to the December Council meeting for approval.

PUBLIC/COMMUNITY RELATIONS – Councilman Hegele stated he had nothing for his agenda this evening.  He announced the Winter Newsletter was sent out and the front page was dedicated to Mayor Celano.

ZONING/HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

ZONING AMENDMENTS HEARING – Councilman Tompkins stated the hearing for the change to the Zoning Ordinance has been moved to January 11th, 2013.

Mr. Battis, 320 W. Moreland Avenue asked if this zoning change would include the Billboard Ordinance.  Solicitor Pionzio stated the Billboard Ordinance is a stand-alone ordinance and there were no changes needed to that particular ordinance.  She stated that eventually all the Zoning Amendments would end up in one place, including the Billboard Ordinance. 

ZONING HEARING BOARD MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT – Councilman Tompkins stated the Zoning Hearing Board would be meeting on December 12, 2012 to hear the following applications; 10 West Montgomery Avenue, applicant requesting variance to change current use (ceramic store) to two one bedroom apartments.  The second application is for 50 E. Moreland Avenue, applicant is appealing the zoning officers decision asking for a special exception to allow a dwelling unit.

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS

HATBORO 300 – Councilman Sheedy stated he had no report.

PARKS COMMITTEE – Councilman Sheedy stated he had no report.

STORMWATER – Councilman Hegele stated he had no report.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT – Vice President LaSorsa stated he had no report.

ZONING SUBCOMMITTEE – Councilman Tompkins stated he had no report.

ADMINISTRATION 

RACP GRANT – President Zygmont stated that Council would need to authorize the Manager to send a letter to Senator Greenleaf for assistance with the Facilities Modernization Master Plan.  He stated that TCA has a concept plan done and preliminary cost estimates that can be used for the application.  Councilperson Fleming asked if individual projects could be submitted.  President Zygmont stated that nothing looks like it will come in at a million dollars at this time.  This item was moved to the voting meeting at the end of this agenda.

RESOLUTION 2012-16 – APPOINTING BERKHEIMER AS LST COLLECTOR – President Zygmont stated that this resolution is to authorize Berkheimer to collect the Local Services Tax (LST) for the Borough for a period from January 1, 2013 to December 31, 2015 contingent upon the contract being acceptable with the Borough Solicitor.   This item was moved to the voting meeting at the end of this agenda. 

BOARDS & COMMISSIONS VOLUNTEERS – President Zygmont announced that Council would be considering Board and Commission reappointments in January.  He asked for anyone who maybe interested in volunteering to submit a letter of interest to Borough Hall.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business; the December 3rd, 2012 Committee meetings of Borough Council was adjourned at 7:59 P.M.

VOTING MEETING

President Zygmont called the voting meeting for December 3rd, 2012 to order at 7:59 P.M.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR – For voting items only

There was none.

FIRE COMPANY EXPENDITURE LIST

Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the transfer of funds to the Enterprise Fire Company in the amount of $29,672.62, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

RCAP GRANT – FACILITIES MODERINIZATION MASTER PLAN

Vice President LaSorsa motioned to authorize staff and Council President to execute a request for funding, and any other actions necessary for consideration of RCAP GRANT for Facilities Modernization Master Plan, motion seconded by Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

RESOLUTION #2012-16

Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve Resolution #2012-16 appointing Berkheimer to collect the LST – Local Services Tax for the Borough beginning January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2015 subject to Council approving contract and approval of fees, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Tracey Thatchford, 3 Drummers Way asked for an update on the Woodwinds buy-out.  Acting Manager Zollers stated everything is status quo and it is in PEMA/FEMA’s court.

Robin Pearson, 403 Madison Avenue stated she is asking Council to waive a permit fee in the amount of $100.00 for work recently done at her home.  She stated she is unemployed and received a citation from the Borough for a decorative wall she had installed.  She went in front of Judge Leo who suggested she speak to Borough Council.  Solicitor Pionzio stated that Council is not in a position to waive fees and explained that if they waived for one resident they would have to consider for all residents.  After a discussion regarding the project it was agreed that Acting Manager Zollers would look into this matter and report back to Council before their meeting on December 17th.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before Borough Council, President Zygmont adjourned the voting meeting of December 3rd, 2012 at 8:16 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,








Alfred “Fred” Zollers








Borough Secretary

Transcribed by Assistant Borough Secretary Diane Hegele

