Borough of Hatboro

Borough Council Meeting Minutes

December 17th, 2012

PRESENT: President Zygmont, Vice President LaSorsa, Councilpersons Fleming, Hegele, Tompkins, Rich, and Sheedy, Mayor Hawkes, Acting Borough Manager/Public Works Superintendent Zollers, Assistant Borough Secretary Hegele, Chief of Police Gardner, BCO Fugate, Solicitor Pionzio, Engineer Dougherty and Treasurer Kalnajas.

ABSENT:  

CALL TO ORDER: President Zygmont called this Council Meeting to order at 7:00 PM

INVOCATION:  Rev. McComas from the Lehman United Methodist Church led the invocation for the December 17th, 2012 Council Meeting.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Gardner.

President Zygmont announced that this meeting is being taped by the staff. He stated that there are two opportunities on the agenda for the public to address Council. The first privilege of the floor is for voting agenda items only.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR FOR AGENDA VOTING ITEMS:  There was no comment from the public.

MAYOR’S REPORT:    Mayor Hawkes stated he recently attended career day at Upper Moreland Intermediate School and shared some of the questions the kids asked.    Mayor Hawkes wished everyone a safe and happy holiday season.

PRESIDENT”S REPORT:  President Zygmont stated he had nothing to report this evening.

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer Kalnajs presented the Treasurer’s report for the month of November 2012.  He noted a balance of $3,391,014.66.  Interest earned for the month totaled $505.08 on all accounts.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:  Solicitor Pionzio stated she recently reviewed the County Deliquent Real Estate Tax Fees proposed and she is not comfortable recommending Council adopt this fee schedule for several reasons.  She asked Council to reconsider this at a later time.  

Solicitor Pionzio stated her office reviewed the Berkheimer Agreement to collect the LST – Local Services Tax and staff should execute this agreement.

Solicitor Pionzio also stated that she reviewed resolution 2012-17 and this will be on the agenda for Council approval at this meeting.

ENGINEER’S REPORT:  Engineer Dougherty stated he had nothing to report this evening.

MANAGER’S REPORT:  Manager Zollers stated per Council’s direction he submitted a letter for the RACP Project and the project is an acceptable project.  He stated he received a call from PEMA requesting clarification on information submitted for the Woodwinds Project, he stated the application went to the final review committee on November 12th, he is awaiting word from PEMA/FEMA.

DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS’ REPORTS

CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT – Chief Gardner expressed his and the departments condolences to the families, victims and first responders in Newton Connecticut, he stated too many of these incidents are occurring.  He wanted the community to know that the School District takes these types of incidents very serious, they are well prepared and he is very proud of the job they do.  Chief Gardner stated that he has been in contact with the School District after the incident in Connecticut.  He wished everyone a happy and safe holiday season.

TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT – The report for the month of November was submitted to Council in advance of tonight’s meeting.

PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Public Works Report was submitted to Council in advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in table. Superintendent Zollers stated he had nothing further to report.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Code Enforcement Report was submitted to Council in advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in table.

FIRE MARSHAL REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Fire Marshal Report was submitted to Council in advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in table.  Fire Marshal Reading reminded everyone to be safe for the holidays.

VOTING ITEMS

Approval of Department Supervisor’s Reports – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the receipt of the Tax Collections, Public Works, Code Enforcement, Fire Marshal, UMHJSA & Treasurer’s Report for the month of November, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes. Motion carried 7-0.

Approval of Warrant List, Payment of Bills, Manual Checks/Transfers – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the Warrant List, Payment of Bills, and Manual Checks & Transfers, motion seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes. Motion carried 7-0.

Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve estimated bills for the remainder of the year as presented by staff, motion seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve transfers for the month of December since the meeting was early, there were still bills, and transfers outstanding for the end of the year, motion seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

Final Adoption 2013 Borough Operating Budget -   Councilman Tompkins motioned to approve the final adoption summary of the 2013 Operating Budget, motion was seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

2013 Tax Rate Ordinance -  Councilman Tompkins motioned to approve the 2013 Tax Rate Ordinance as advertised, motion seconded by Vice President LaSorsa, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

DVIT – RC Grant – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the submission of shots for employees and a small table saw and small portable sewer camera for the DVIT RC Grant for 2012/2013, motion seconded by Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

2012 Road Paving Program – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve final payment to Bray Brothers in the amount of $79,110.25 for the 2012 Road Paving Program, motion seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

Approval Change in Electric Providers- Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the change in electric providers for the Borough of Hatboro, motion seconded by Councilman Hegele, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the term of the contract for 36 months, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

Resolution 2012-17 – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve Resolution #2012-17 for Berkheimer to collect delinquent taxes, motion seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

Approval of LST Collection Agent -Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the LST agreement with Berkheimer, motion seconded by Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

Appointment of Code Inspections, Inc. - Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the appointment of Code Inspections, Inc. as BCO for the Borough, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  Motion carried 7-0.

SPECIAL UPDATES:

Councilperson Fleming stated she recently attended a natural gas vehicle grant seminar.  

Councilman Hegele thanked everyone for their input in the recent winter newsletter, he said the edition looked very good.

Vice President LaSorsa stated he had no updates for this evening.

Councilman Tompkins stated he had no updates for this evening.

Mayor Hawkes stated he had no updates for this evening.

Councilman Rich stated he had no updates for this evening.

Councilman Sheedy stated he had no updates for this evening.

President Zygmont stated he had no updates for this evening.

OLD BUSINESS – There was no old business to come before Council this evening.

NEW BUSINESS – Each member of Borough Council wished everyone Happy Holidays.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR – 

Mr. Hart, Earl Lane asked where Mr. Fugate was.  President Zygmont stated he was no longer employed with the Borough.

Mr. Battis, W. Moreland Avenue asked who would be inspecting in Mr. Fugate's absence, said the house next to him was ready for inspections.  President Zygmont stated his neighbor should call Borough Hall and the staff to arrange for their inspections.  Code Inspections, Inc. would handle this.

Mr. Battis also stated on behalf of himself, Mr. Hart and Ms. Thatchford he wanted to wish everyone a happy holiday and thank you for a productive year.

Tracey Thatchford, Drummers Way asked about Woodwinds and who Manager Zollers was working with at PEMA.  Ms. Thatchford was advised to contact the homeowners association.

Mr. Scott Wenger, 355 Lycoming Avenue addressed Council about a recent accident on Warminster Road.  He stated he was accompanied by the family of the women who was struck and killed while walking on Warminster Road.  He is asking Council to help and revisit Warminster Road speeding.  Borough Council expressed their sympathies and advised Mr. Wenger and the family that this would be discussed in an upcoming Public Safety Meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the December 17th, 2012 Council Meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM.







Respectfully submitted,







Alfred “Fred” Zollers







Acting Borough Manager

Transcribed by Diane Hegele, Assistant Borough Secretary

