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BOROUGH OF HATBORO 

COUNCIL MEETING 

     MONDAY, June 25th, 2012 
 

 

 
PRESENT –President Zygmont, Vice President LaSorsa, Councilpersons Fleming, Rich, Sheedy, 
Tompkins and Mayor Hawkes; Borough Manager Plaugher, Assistant Borough Secretary Hegele, Chief 
of Police Gardner, Superintendent of Public Works Zollers, Code Official Fugate, Fire Marshal Reading, 
Borough Solicitor Pionzio, Borough Engineer Dougherty,  & Treasurer Kalnajs. 
 
ABSENT 
 
Councilman Hegele was absent. 
 
CALL TO ORDER – President Zygmont called this Council Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
INVOCATION – Mayor Hawkes gave the invocation for the meeting. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLIGENCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chief Gardner. 
 
President Zygmont announced there were no executive sessions. 
 
President Zygmont announced that this meeting is being taped by the staff.  He stated that there are 
two opportunities on the agenda for the public to address Council.  The first privilege of the floor is for 
voting agenda items only.    
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR FOR AGENDA VOTING ITEMS – There was no comment from the public. 
 
MAYOR’S REPORT – Mayor Hawkes reminded everyone to purchase a weather radio, he stated they 
are a great resource for this time of the year.  Councilman Tompkins stated he has subscribed to the 
Weather Channel texts and email alerts.   
 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT – President Zygmont stated he had nothing to report.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT – Treasurer Kalnajs noted a balance of $4,888,048.84 on all accounts at the 
end of May, 2012.  Interest earned for the month totaled $497.87 on all accounts.    
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT – Solicitor Pionzio stated she had nothing to report. 
 
ENGINEER’S REPORT – Borough Engineer Dougherty stated he had nothing to report this evening.   
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MANAGER’S REPORT – Borough Manager Plaugher stated he had several things to report on this 
evening.   

1.  Manager Plaugher reported that the 2011 Audit is almost done, a draft copy will be forwarded 
to Council soon. 

2. Manager Plaugher stated he has been working with the Codes Office on several property 
maintenance issues.    

3. Manager Plaugher stated the Tanner Park playground equipment has been ordered.  
4. Manager Plaugher stated there is a fire house construction meeting on Wednesday, progress 

continues but is slow.   
5. Manager Plaugher stated the Philadelphia Soul was in town for their town takeover over the 

weekend, attendance was light.   
 

 DEPARTMENT SUPERVISORS’ REPORTS 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT – Chief Gardner stated the narrow banding on the 500 Radios has been 
completed.  He stated the Borough is well ahead of the deadline.   
 
Chief Gardner stated he recently completed a county radio survey, he listed his departments concern.  
He stated the Borough has received an extension until 2013 for the grant used to pay for the radios.  
He will continue to update Council as he hears more information.     
 
Chief Gardner stated thanked the Fire Police for their assistance this past weekend for the Philadelphia 
Soul Town Taker Over.  He stated it was a small event, with a light turnover.  He stated he worked the 
event and there were no problems. 
 
Chief Gardner stated he will be meeting soon for car show preparations.      
 
TAX COLLECTIONS REPORT – The report for the month of May was submitted to Council in advance 
of tonight’s meeting.  
 
PUBLIC WORKS REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Public Works Report was submitted to 
Council in advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in 
table.  Superintendent Zollers stated he had nothing further to report.     
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Code Enforcement Report was 
submitted to Council in advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on 
the sign in table.   BCO Fugate stated he had nothing further to report. 
 
FIRE MARSHAL REPORT – President Zygmont noted the Fire Marshal Report was submitted to 
Council in advance of tonight’s meeting, and that copies of the report were available on the sign in 
table.   Fire Marshal Reading reminded everyone to be careful and have a safe 4th of July. 
 
SPECIAL PRESENTATION – EPA – Raymark Superfund Study Update – Jose Redmond and Alex 
Mandel from the EPA were present to make a short presentation and answer questions regarding the 
Raymark Superfund Site.  They presented Council and the audience with a copy of the Vapor Intrusion 
Study for this location; they explained the contents of the vapor study and also answered questions 
regarding this study.  There was a lengthy discussion and several questions regarding the community 
outreach in the surrounding neighborhood.  Council asked if specific properties were included, 
however the EPA stated they could not disclose a specific list of properties tested.   Council inquired as 
to why the meeting originally scheduled in May was cancelled.  Mr. Mandel responded that it was 
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better to reach out to the homes they wanted to investigate.  President Zygmont stated he disagreed; 
he feels that a Council meeting is the place for the Community forum; it allows for the entire 
community to speak if they wish, going to 10 houses could possibly create panic and concern.   There 
was a discussion on the testing and the movement of the groundwater.  The EPA feels they are certain 
there is no additional movement and they have tested or are in the process of testing the needed 
locations.   The EPA reviewed the criteria for selection of testing locations, the process involved in 
testing and the time frame.  The EPA did state that they could be on site for possibly another year.   
Chief Gardner questioned if the Police Station located near this site would be tested, he is concerned 
about a supply well on site.  The EPA stated AQUA is the owner of that well and they are required to 
submit testing reports to the PA DEP so if there was an issue there he is sure the EPA would be aware. 
There was a discussion holding a community meeting.  The EPA stated they would look into this.  The 
consensus of Borough Council was they would assist the EPA in hosting a meeting.  The information on 
the Vapor Intrusion and other handouts were left for the Public. 

 
 
VOTING ITEMS 
 
May 21, 2012 Council Meeting Minutes – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the May 21, 
2012 Council Meeting Minutes, with a correction on Page 3 with the motion and friendly amendment 
made by Councilman Tompkins, motion seconded by Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 
5-0 with Councilman Rich not voting due to being absent from meeting.  
 
June 11, 2012 Council Committee Meeting Minutes – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve 
the June 11, 2012 with a correction to page #2, “story boards” and page #4, missing words from 
sentence, motion seconded by Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 5-0 with President 
Zygmont not voting due to being absent from meeting.  
 
Approval of Department Supervisor’s Reports – Vice President LaSorsa  motioned to approve the 
receipt of the Tax Collections, Public Works, Code Enforcement, Fire Marshal & Treasurer’s Report for 
the month of May, motion seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Approval of Warrant List, Payment of Bills, Manual Checks/Transfers – Vice President LaSorsa 
motioned to approve the Warrant List, Payment of Bills, and Manual Checks & Transfers.  Councilman 
Tompkins questioned if the check to Titanium had to be voted on separately.  Solicitor Pionzio stated 
no, motion seconded by Councilwoman Fleming, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Public Works Radio Re-Banding – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the re-banding of 
Public Works radios to comply with the FCC regulations at a cost of $4,025.00, motion seconded by 
Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
ARLE Transportation Enhancement Grant – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the 
submission of a PENNDOT Automated Red Light Enforcement Transportation Enhancement Grant, 
motion seconded by Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Pool Snack Stand Artwork In-kind Membership – Councilman Sheedy motioned to approve one 
adult pool membership to Lora Rowland for artwork painting at the pool snack stand, motion 
seconded by Councilman Rich, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
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YMCA use of Hatboro Memorial Pool – Councilwoman Fleming motioned to approve the YMCA use 
of the Hatboro Memorial Pool for swim meets on July 10th, July 17th, July 9th and July 24th, motion 
seconded by Councilman Tompkins. Councilman Tompkins asked if rain dates were considered.  Vice 
President LaSorsa made a motion to amend the original motion to include consultation with the 
Borough Manager in the event of rain dates; the amended motion was seconded by Councilwoman 
Fleming, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
399 Springdale Avenue – Land Development – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve 
Resolution 2012-09, for the transfer of Land Development Agreements and Escrows for 399 
Springdale Avenue to the new owner Powell Property Management, LLC, motion seconded by 
Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
PENNDOT – (5) Five Year Winter Traffic Services Agreement – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to 
approve Resolution 2012-10, a Five Year Winter Traffic Services Agreement with PENNDOT, motion 
seconded by Councilman Tompkins, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Memorial Pool Employee Ratification – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to approve the Memorial 
Pool Employee Ratification List, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
Release Payment to Titanium Enterprises – Vice President LaSorsa motioned to ratify the release of 
payment to Titanium Enterprises in the amount of $90,471.39 as discussed at the June 11th 2012 
Council Committee Meeting, motion seconded by Councilman Sheedy, all ayes.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
SPECIAL UPDATES  
 
Councilwoman Fleming stated the Borough was awarded the $5000 clock tower grant.  There is a 
$5000 match, with $3600 already raised.  Borough Manager Plaugher was going to find out how long it 
would take to raise the matching funds.   
 
Councilwoman Fleming stated the recycle grant is completed and she will be mailing it to the State 
tomorrow.  She also stated the ARLE Grant document has also been completed. 
 
Councilman Sheedy asked where he could donate money for the clock tower.  Assistant Secretary 
Hegele stated the mailing information is on the website and tv channel. 
 
Councilman Hegele was absent this evening. 
 
Vice President LaSorsa stated he had nothing to report this evening. 
 
Councilman Tompkins stated he had nothing to report this evening. 
 
Mayor Hawkes stated he had nothing to report this evening. 
 
Councilman Rich stated he had nothing to report this evening. 
 
Councilman Sheedy stated he had nothing to report this evening. 
 
President Zygmont stated he had nothing to report this evening. 
 



 

Borough Council –June 25th, 2012 Council Meeting Minutes 

Page 5 of 6 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Sign/Billboard Draft Ordinance – President Zygmont stated a Public Hearing has been scheduled for 
July 9th to discuss and vote on this ordinance.  A copy of the proposed Ordinance is available for public 
inspection at Borough Hall.   
 
NEW BUSINESS – There was no new business for this evening. 
 
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 
 
Gary Muller, 36 Horsham Road questioned if the tornado siren was utilized last month when a tornado 
was near Hatboro.  Chief Gardner stated the siren was activated, a tornado passed over, one never 
touched down.  Mr. Muller asked if an all clear was sounded.  Superintendent Zollers stated no.  Mr. 
Muller asked why it was not.  Mayor Hawkes stated it is a liability issue therefore the Borough tornado 
siren activation policy does not include an all clear notification.  Mr. Muller asked if the siren was 
tested the next day.  Chief Gardner stated no, at his direction, it was decided not to test the siren, due to 
the weather conditions and the fact that it was just sounded the night before, he did not want to 
confuse people.  President Zygmont stated the siren is used to alert people who are outside; it is not 
intended to alert people inside.  He stated the north end siren was not working at the time but has 
been repaired and tested.  He stated Emergency Management is also looking into repairing the siren on 
the Loller Building.   
 
Carol Inman, 68 Williams Lane, asked if a copy of the proposed sign ordinance is available at Borough 
Hall She stated that there may not be ample opportunity for public comment.  Solicitor Pionzio stated 
there will be a public hearing with opportunity for public comment, then a public meeting with 
opportunity for public comment again, and then there will be a vote taken by Council with another 
public comment.  Solicitor Pionzio also stated there is a copy available in Borough Hall and the 
proposed ordinance was also advertised in the Intelligencer.   
 
Leann Jorrett, 501 N. York Road thanked Council for the upgrades made to the snack stand.  She would 
like Council to consider the artwork on the outside of the snack stand that faces West Moreland 
Avenue.  This request will be placed on the agenda for the July Committee meeting for consideration. 
 
Ron Battis, 320 W. Moreland Avenue stated he would like to see the sign on West Moreland Avenue for 
the snack stand and he would also like to see the window open for the public to patronize the snack 
stand from the street sign.  Superintendent Zollers stated he would install eye hooks so Ms. Jorrett can 
open the window. 
 
Tracey Thatchford, Woodwinds asked if PEMA was still reviewing their application.  Superintendent 
Zollers stated yes, there have been some requests for additional information which has been provided, 
still waiting for a response.   
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ADJOURNMENT  
 
There being no further business, the June 25th, 2012 meeting of Borough Council was adjourned at 
8:25 P.M. 
 
        
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Diane C. Hegele 
       Assistant Borough Secretary 
 
 
 
 
Transcribed by Assistant Borough Secretary Diane Hegele 
 
 
 


