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The Office of Emergency Management challenges residents to resolve to do one thing a month to become better prepared for emergencies.  Each month, we are asking residents to assess their risks: some things to think about would be how your household would be affected by a disaster.  For example: do you have children in your home?  Are you a caregiver for someone inside or outside your home? Do you have pets?
Each home and living situation presents its own challenges.  A disaster changes things.  ATM machines and gas pumps may not be working.  Sores may be closed.  Public transportation, phones and cell phones, and the internet may not be available for several days.  Do you have what you need to take care of yourself for at least three days?  If you work at home how will you protect or replace important business records or inventory?  Do you have enough insurance for both business and personal property?  Do you have written down medicines you take, important phone numbers/addresses of loved ones, contacts for your local emergency services?  All these things are necessary and good to have in advance. 
There are answers to all of these questions.  Understanding your risk can help you design an emergency plan that fits your household’s needs.
For more information on emergency preparedness, visit the Office of Emergency Preparedness at www.fema.gov or the Red Cross at www.redcross.org.

(The Do 1 Thing initiative is courtesy of www.do1thing.us)







